The Journey Continues

Last year we took a summer trip on Shepherd oHat's bus,
“Powered By Grace” up to Cottonwood Pass and beyibnehs an ex-
citing trip where we learned what our church teadhsout Grace; The
Church’s Involvement in Politics; Salvation; ThebB—What Is It?;
The Bible and Metaphor; Professing catholic; angddel Belief To Re-
lationship. We also met some interesting peoplriding: Mrs. Hinkle-
meier, Hubert Lautenschlager (chairperson of theathcouncil),
Joshua (hitchhiker), Hans Engelbertson, MildredsBefouser (wife of
Raymond who died after 52 years of marriage), Jabard (the scien-
tist seeking religious views compatible with modscience), Elmer
‘two-step’ Inkfisk (choir director), and no trip @mplete without a visit
with Ole and Lena.

Powered By Grace was stored in Hans Engelbertsange garage all winter. When Hans and
Pastor Henry went to get it they found it coverathwlust and cobwebs. Powered By Grace
prefers to be used and not left in storage. Gmeager to do what it was given to do: Lead
people where they are transformed in the midsfaslblessings and challenges. We are learn-
ing that Grace never abandons us and to truss eittle guidance.

For this trip members have decided to head towagb&sa Springs and plan on stopping along
the way at the Great Sand Dunes National Park. @&heyn no hurry and enjoy a leisurely pace
that allows them to become better acquainted vatihether and learn about their faith. The
bus is full of fuel and at nearly $4.00 per gallem are fortunate grace is free and abundant.
The only cost of riding in Powered By Grace is dimgness to let go of control, enter the un-
known, and trust in God’s guidance. This is eas#d than done. Although our destination is
Pagossa Springs, you never know for sure wherewlbend up when you are led by God’s
grace. Not everyone feels comfortable riding orhsabus.

Powered By Grace’s 10,000 horsepower engine idléetlyy as people boarded. We have over
400 seats and lots of room to pick up traveleraglbe way. Our membership is diverse with
people young and old, rich and poor, male and fen@anservative and liberal, gay and straight
with various ethnicities and religious backgroungjsresented. The beauty of Shepherd of the
Hearts congregation is the wide variety of peoph® wogether make up the Body of Christ in
this part of the Lord’s vineyard.

As they were boarding, Pastor Henry overheard &g to Lena, “I don’t know if | like all
dees different people. | tink it vould be betteeveryone vas yust like me.” Pastor said to Ole,
“If everyone was just like you, life wouldn’t be nyeexciting would it Ole”? “I guess not”, Ole
said. When they sat down, Lena leaned up and saienry, “You'll have to forgive Ole. He
hasn't been feeling very well. | took him to thectlr the other day and he said to Ole: ‘For
laboratory testing, I vill need a stool and uriaenple from you'.” “Ole vas hard of hearing”,
Lena said, “So he asked me, ‘Vhat did the doctg?’slleaned over and spoke loudly in his
hear: ‘The doctor says he needs to see your unaeri®ou know,” Lena said, “Ole is getting
up in age and rather forgetful. A few days agow san valking around the house with a
Preparation H suppository sticking out of his ¢an.afraid to ask him vhere he put his hearing
aide.”



The Problem of Euvil

As Powered By Grace left for Colorado, Mildred Reisouser commented to Pastor, “Isn’t it
sad what happened in Myanmar where thousands whke iy the cyclone and now we hear
the death toll from the earthquake in China magdeany a 150,000 or more. Many of them
were children in school when it struck. Why doesi@ow such bad things to happen? If God
is in charge of everything, why didn’t he stop it?”

“That’s a tough question”, Pastor said, “Bad thihgppening to good people has caused many
to question God’s existence, which is understareddtitimately, ‘God is love. Whoever lives

in love lives in God and God in themaionn 4:16 Those who claim to explain the mystery of why
a loving God allows evil to happen open their msuihly to change feet.”

“It's important to distinguish between sufferindliated by people and suffering that is referred
to as an ‘Act of God'. Suffering such as the Na&gime in Germany, and more recently, terror-
ists who randomly kill, is imposed by people whe aull of hate. Still, some would say that if
God is all-powerful he could stop people from dosugh evil acts. | remember a woman say-
ing to me when Pope John Paul Il was shot in 19858n’t believe he was shot. | thought God
would stop it from happening.” “But”, | said, “Gagever pulled the trigger. Mehmet Ali Agca
did. God did not interfere with his freewill. Itteeen estimated that over 100 million people
have been killed by other people in wars duringléisé century. These deaths were caused, not
by God, but by people and nations who hated onthand

Professor Picard said, “Perhaps something wentgwath the human brain during the process
of evolution and it become defective. An argumarfavor of this view is that human beings
are the only species capable of mass murder aratglen Other animals kill to eat or to protect
themselves or their young. Humans, during theikelstrhours, have attempted to kill entire
races of people simply because they hated thenis 8were a deformity within the human brain
that causes such evil?” Henry said, “In religiogsrts, we have called this ‘original sin’. | wish

| could say baptism remedies this, but unforturydbelptized Christians are often the ones per-
petuating the killing and it's sometimes religioustotivated.

| think the key for stopping this insanity is foeqple of all races and religions to decide not to
harbor anger that so often gives birth to hatenfacheart of anger comes thoughts and words
of violence which can lead to the evil that so pegghumanity. In the words of Jesus: “I say to
you that everyone who is angry with his brothedlgbaguilty before the court; and whoever
says to his brother, "You good-for-nothing," shallguilty before the supreme court; and who-
ever says, "You fool," shall be guilty enough tarmgo the fiery hell."matthew 5:22 Jesus seems to
be referring to a progression beginning with arvgén the penalties increasing as one ap-
proaches hate.

Having said this, the question of why God allowsnlans to inflict evil upon others is still un-
answered, as well as “Acts of God”, such as théoeyrin Myanmar or the earthquake in
China. Some have used the word “predestinatiohickvimplies that whatever happens, good
or evil, is predestined to happen by an all-knowangd all-powerful God. In my view, Predesti-
nation turns God into a monster and does nothirsphee this mystery. | think we need to be
content living with mystery. “On this side of theage we see poorly but on the other side we
shall see clearly. We know now in part, then wdldmew fully.” | corinthians 13:12
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Mildred Reisenhouser spoke up and said, “Pastgrde that we are dealing with mystery
when we consider suffering and other evils. Whendegr husband Raymond got sick last
year and died a painful death, somehow | found @edent in that suffering. In my tears
and sometimes even anger, | found an inner peacéjoirneyed with Raymond through

the numerous trips to the hospital and finally bdrave, | felt the presence of the crucified
Christ.”

“Your faith is a blessing to us all”, Henry saidt is true, that the death and resurrection of
Jesus has already defeated any evil or sufferingave, or ever will, experience. ‘Death has

been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, isryactory? Where is your sting?"”
| Corinthians 15:54-55



