PAGE 6

Richard Scaine taught at Seton Hall

University and Prep School (Theology,
Astronomy, and Environmental Science)
and New York Theological Seminary,
from which he received a doctorate in
1977. He taught in the doctoral
program at New York Theological

for eighteen years, now retired.

Dr. Scaine holds three master degrees:
in Early Childhood Education,
Psychalogy and Religion, and Theology.
He received the Jungian Guild for
Spiritual Guidance diploma in 1980
and is certified as an

American Montessori Teacher.

He was recently installed as a

member of the pastoral team of the
Inclusive Community in Nutley, N.J., a

ministry he shares with his wife Mary.

Dick & Mary's email address is

mrscaine@comcast.net

CORPUS REPORTS

Why Our Children
Might Not Follow Us

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007

¢ is evident from the assembled youth group at the Providence, Rhode Island
I CORPLS Conference that its members do not find spiritual energy and hope for

the future in institutional forms of religion. Since the first step in prayer is not to
beg for their return, but to listen to what the
perhaps we had better begin to ask ourselves, “return to what?” After all, it is 2 moral
question.

Spirit is saying to us through them,

CHURCH REFORM

parental faith influence
each has found the
institutional Church somewhat disengaged from their areas of concern. Each

Each participant expressed an extraordinary appreciation for
and would certainly turn to parental advice and support, but as yet,

acknowledged the social justice tradition taught in earlier religious training and
especially embodied in parental encouragement.

abortion election of bishops right to Eucharist

boring liturgies financial disclosure rubrics on Sunday worship
celibacy homosexuality shortage of priests
contraception loss of youth membership voice of the laity

divorce and remarriage patriarchy/ clericalism women'’s right to ordination

Michael Morwood, in his book, From Sand to Solid Ground, lists most of those issues
about which the Church needs reform, namely,

The children of CORPUS members, all now young adults, recognized the Church’s
fixation on mostly sexual issues rather than broader social justice issues. Not one of the
above issues was an area of intense focus. This does not mean they are unimportant. It
does mean that we who seek their “return” are not hearing, as well as we should, what is
needed for a new Christian vision of spirituality.

A NEW VISION

The basic elements of this new vision have already emerged. Our young people have
picked up on most of them, even if not named. Insights from the following recently

disparate areas are now beginning to coalesce and form a viable whole:
1. Twentieth century physics and astronomy, leading to a new cosmology,
2.Changes in traditional Christology,
3. Various aspects of feminist, ecological and liberation movements.

It is the contention of this paper that it is they, our children, who are inviting us into
a new spiritual vision; it is no longer our responsibility to incline them toward an

institution quite capable not only of sexual but also of spiritual abuse. Yes, certainly













